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LIFE OF JOHNSON
Letter to
Bennet
Langton
"To BENNET LANGTON, ESQ. AT LANGTON,/ NEAR SPILSBY, LINCOLNSHIRE.
" DEAR SIR, '                                                                          '
" You that travel about the world, have more materials for letters, than I who stay at home : and should, therefore, write with frequency equal to your opportunities. I should be glad to have all England surveyed by you, if you would impart your observations in narratives as agreeable as your last. Knowledge is .always to be wished to those who can communicate it well. While you have been riding and running, and seeing the tombs of the learned, and the camps of the valiant,1 I have only staid at home, and intended to do great things,
production, did not appear till after the closing of the Rambler, which ended March 14, 1751. The first number of the Gray's-Inn Journal made its appearance about seven months afterwards, in a news-paper of the time, called the Craftsman, October 11,1751; and in that form the, fitst forty-ninei numbers) were 'given fo, the pUblick. On Saturday, Sept. 19, 1753, it assumed >a new fdrrfi, and was published as a distinct peribdigal paper; arid in that shape it continued to be published till the zist of Sept. 1754, when it finally closed; forming in the whole one hundred and one Essays, in the folio copy. The extraordinary paper mentioned in the text, is No; 38 of the second series, published on June 15, 1754; which is a re-translation from the French version of Johnson's Rambler, No.; 190. It was omitted in the re-publication,of these Essays in two volumes izmo. in which one hundred and four are found; and in which the papers are not.always dated on the days when they really appeared; so. that the motto prefixed to this Anglo-Gallick Eastern tale, obsctiri* vera itwolvent, might very properly have been prefixed to this work, when re-published. Mr. Murphy did not, I believe, wait on Johnson recently after the publication of this adumbration of one of his Ramblers,